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Note: Shaded areas indicate extant buildings
designed by an African American architect
and built between 1928 and 1955.

*Map adapted by Javier Barker
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African American architects were provided a unique
opportunity to showcase their designs in Eastland Gardens.
While there are many examples around Washington, much
of their work is found in communities such as Brookland
and Deanwood NE. However, the greatest concentration
may have been in Eastland Gardens where 16 black
architects designed at least 105 buildings between 1929
and 1955.

In some instances, the homes were projects of Howard
University architecture students working under the direction
of a master architect. In other instances, a few residents acted
as designer and/or builder of their own homes.

The most prolific Eastland Gardens architects were Lewis W.
Giles, Sr. with 45 homes, and J. Alonzo Plater with 20. Other
architects included: Romulus C. Archer (8); Augustus N. Bull
(8); John B. Holloway, Jr. (5); Roscoe I. Vaughn (6); S. Leslie
Branson (3); Howard H. Mackey, Sr. (3); Leslie K. Downing
(2); Clyde M. Drayton (2); Cyril G. Bow (1); George Alonzo
Ferguson (1); and J.L. Turner (1). Styles include Georgian,
Colonial and Tudor Revival, Bungalow, Four-Square, and
Ranch. African American builders included Randolph Dodd,
H.M. Griffin, R.A. Froe, and Oliver B. Cassell.

These artisans and many others continued to contribute
to the wonderful community where the last home
built in the area, in 2005, was designed and built by
African Americans. Selected architects who designed
in Eastland Gardens between 1929 and 1955 are
featured here.

[ ] RomMuLus CORNELIUS ARCHER, JR.
(1890-1968)
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1120 42nd Street, 1936 1125 42th Street, 1939
Builder: Randolph Dodd Builder: Randolph Dodd

Archer was born in Norfolk, VA and completed his education in
architecture at Columbia University in 1913. In December 1921, he
opened a solo practice in Washington and in 1926 became the second
licensed black architect in Washington, following John Lankford.
Archer’shouse designs included red-brick, Georgian-styled houses found
also in Brookland neighborhood. In addition, he designed apartment
buildings, medium-sized commercial structures and churches in DC
and Virginia.

W Lewis WENTWORTH GILES, SR. (1894-1974)
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4232 Lane Place, 1939 4245 Meade Street, 1932
Builder: Randolph Dodd Builder: Randolph Dodd

Giles moved with his family from Virginia to Washington, DC where he
graduated from Armstrong Technical High School in 1908. After studying
at the University of Illinois and serving in the U.S. Army, Giles returned to
DCin 1918 and eventually became the chief architectural draftsman under
Isaiah Truman Hatton for the Southern Aid Building. He opened his firm
in 1921 but was not registered in the District to practice architecture until
1951, when licensure became a requirement. Listed on over a thousand
building permits as the designer, Giles also designed office and apartment
buildings, and churches, including the New Mt. Olive Baptist Church
in Deanwood near his residence and office. Thirty-two of the homes he

designed in Eastland Gardens are still standing.

I JOHN BUNYON HOLLOWAY (1913-1993)
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4004 Meade Street, 1948 1205 40th Street, 1948
Builder: Froe Properties Builder: Froe Properties

Holloway attended Haines Normal and Industrial School in Augusta, GA
and studied at Tuskegee Institute under Robert Robinson Taylor. He opened
and operated Augusta’s first African American-owned architectural firm
in the 1930s. Moving to Washington, DC in 1937, he worked briefly as an
architectural draftsman for Albert Cassell and Romulus Archer and later
studied at the University of Illinois and at Washington’s Catholic University.
Holloway opened an office in Deanwood and became a DC registered
architect in 1951.

0 HOWARD HAMILTON MACKEY, SR.
(1901-1987)
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an architecture degree in 1924 from
the University of Pennsylvania. He
began teaching at Howard University’s
fledgling Department of Architecture
in 1924 and in 1935, he became a
licensed DC architect. Upon receiving
his master’s degree in architecture, also
from Pennsylvania, Mackey assumed
directorship of the Howard’s School of
Engineering and Architecture in 1938. He was singularly responsible for the
school of Architecture becoming the first historically black college or university
to be accredited by the National Architecture Accrediting Board to award
five-year bachelor of architecture degrees. Mackey’s design styles ranged from
Colonial to Cape Cod to International and Art Deco. The remaining pre-1955
Mackey design in Eastland Gardens is shown above.
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4101 Meade Street, 1954
Builder: Unknown
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